THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

features, so that in quitting him you have only the
recollection of a fine face. He has neither a grave
nor a familiar face, his brow is sometimes marked
with thought, but never with inquietude; in in-
spiring respect he inspires confidence, and his smile
is always the smile of benevolence."

To this description, however, Brissot de Warville
took exception, and supplied his own picture by
writing in 1791, "You have often heard me blame
M. Chastellux for putting too much sprightliness in
the character he has drawn of this general. To
give pretensions to the portrait of a man who has
none is truly absurd. The General's goodness ap-
pears in his looks. They have nothing of that bril-
liancy which his officers found in them when he was
at the head of his army; but in conversation they
become animated. He has no characteristic traits
in his figure, and this has rendered it always so diffi-
cult to describe it: there are few portraits which
resemble him. All his answers are pertinent; he
shows the utmost reserve, and is very diffident; but,
at the same time/he is firm and unchangeable in
whatever he undertakes. His modesty must be
very astonishing, especially to a Frenchman."

British travellers have left.a number of pen-por-
traits. An anonymous writer in 1790 declared that
in meeting him "it was not necessaiy to announce
his name, for his peculiar appearance, his firm fore-
head, Roman nose, and a projection of the lower
jaw, his height and figure, could not be mistaken by
any one who had seen a full-length picture of him,
and yet no picture accurately resembled him in theim childless that he
